Portuguese Missionary Travellers

Manrique, was not entirely on the side of the
governor; the Bengali ryot made it a rale never
to part with money without the application of
the whip, while the necessity of this painful
preliminary was strongly insisted upon by the
ryot's wife, who, if she learnt that her lord has
dispensed with it and paid without a struggle,
put him on short rations for a time as a punish-
ment. The people Manrique found to be a
spiritless lot, who understood nothing better
than rough treatment. Kindness was wasted on
them. " He who gives blows is a master; he who
gives none is a dog.55 Various remarks on the
Hindu religion, especially on suttee, the natives*
reverence for the Ganges and the cow, and their
self-immolation at Jaggernat and Sagur, conclude
Manrique's description of Bengal His account
of the devotees who sacrifice themselves at
Sagur is very interesting. The island, lie 5375,
was at the time of his visit practically unin-
habited, but was still the resort of pilgrims. The
seas round it swarmed with crocodiles, and the
fanatics threw themselves into the water in the
hope of being devoured by them. Apparently,
however, if the saurians refused the meal
offered them, the would-be martyrs refused to
accept the alternative chance of death by-
drowning, but came out of the water crying
aloud that the god would not receive them as an
offering on account of their sins. Gazing upon
the pitiable spectacle, the missionary no doubt
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